NOTE:  If assent is required for minor <14 years of age (6 – 8thth grade middle school or younger), or if you feel the child may have difficulty comprehending a full consent form, as necessary use this assent information sheet in conjunction with the Consent Form.  Keep this form short (1 page, if possible), use lay terms and delete this ‘Note’ before copying.   

WALTER REED NATIONAL MILITARY MEDICAL CENTER

BETHESDA, MARYLAND

Assent Information Sheet for Minor to Participate in Research
My name is {identify yourself}  
Our research team and your parents have talked with you about taking part in this research study.  Research is a way of answering different questions.  It is important to make sure that you know why you are taking part in a research study.  You decide if you want to be part of this study.   To be part of this study, both you and your parents have to agree for you to be in the study.   

This research study will [state what the study is designed to learn – find out more about (Example: disease or disorder that affects the child) Example 2: to see what you eat and when you eat it (your diet) and to see what type of exercise you do] 

If you decide to be in the study, here is what will happen:  [Describe the procedures step-by-step describing everything the child will be asked to do or undergo as part of the research study.  Use lay language, short sentences and short paragraphs that a child can understand. Example:  We will need to take 1 teaspoon of your blood; you will have the tumor removed. Describe how blood will be taken and/or how the tumor will be removed in simple language.  Example 2: Fill out a questionnaire about food, eating and your body. You do not need to answer any questions that you don’t want to answer.  There is no wrong answer.  You will have your height, weight, waist and hip measured.] 
You will be part of this study for {describe amount of time and number of visits].   
The possible risks from being in the study include:  [Identify each intervention with a subheading and then describe in lay terms at a sixth grade reading level any reasonable foreseeable risks, discomforts, inconveniences, and how they will be managed. (Example: For this study, we will take 1 teaspoon of your blood. There is a risk of pain and bruising, and a very slight risk of bleeding and infection when your blood is taken. Example 2: There are no risks for being in this study. {or describe any risk that you may identify from answering questions on the questionnaire}]
You may change your mind anytime about taking part in this study.  Changing your mind won’t affect your relationship with your doctors or anyone else involved in your care.  If you decide to stop being in the study, you should call (or ask your parents to call) ____________.
You can ask any questions that you have about this study.  If you have a question later that you didn’t think of now, you can call ___________, [if more than one visit is need you can add “or ask me the next time you see me”.]

If you decide you want to be part of this study, both you and your parents will have to agree for you to be in the study".
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