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Recent WRAMC Publications

Congratulations to the following WRAMC investigators on their recently published papers. This list was compiled from a recent MEDLINE search of the literature.  Listed articles have been cleared through DCI and the WRAMC Public Affairs Office.  If you have recently published, and we have not included your publication, please let us know so we may list your publication in the next issue of the newsletter.

MALISH R, J.S. Scott and B.O. Rasheed. 2006. Military-civic action:  lessons learned from a brigade-level aid project in the 2003 war with Iraq. Prehospital Disaster Med. 21: 135-138.
GALLAGHER-THOMPSON, D., Y. Rabinowitz, P.C. Tang, C Tse, E. Kwo, S Hsu, P.C. Wang, L. Leung, H.Q Tong, and L.W. Thompson. 2006. Recruiting Chinese Americans for Dementia Caregiver Intervention Research:  Suggestions for Success. Am. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry. 14 : 676-683.  

FOX, C.J., D.L. Gillespie, M.A. Weber, M.W. Cox, J.S. Hawksworth, C.M. Cryer, N.M. Rich,  S.D. O’Donnell. 2006. Delayed evaluation of combat-related penetrating neck trauma. J. Vasc. Surg. 44:  86-93.
EISEMAN, A.S. 2006. The ocular manifestations of atopic dermatitis and rosacea. Curr. Allergy Asthma Rep. 6: 292-298.
CARROLL, C.G., J.S. Hawley, and J.P. Ney. 2006. Post-traumatic shoulder dystonia in an active soldier. Mil. Med. 171: 494-496.

LEWIS, F.S., S.A. Norton, R.D. Bradshaw, J. Lapa, and J.D. Grabenstein. 2006. Analysis of cases reported as generalized vaccine during the U.S. military smallpox program, December 2002 to December 2004. J. Am. Acad. Dermatol. 55: 23-31.
VANROEKEL, R.C., K.S. Bower, J.M. Burka, and R.S. Howard. 2006. Anterior segment measurement using digital photography:  a simple technique.  Optom. Vis. Sci. 83: 391-395.
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ALFONSO, A., K.I. Rieniets, and R.A. Vigersky. 2006. Incidence and clinical significance of elevated macroprolactin levels in patients with hyperprolactinemia. Endocr. Pract. 12: 275-280.
SPRINGER B.A., B.J. Mielcared, T.K. Nesfield, and D.S. Teyhen. 2006. Relationships among lateral abdominal muscles, gender, body mass index and hand dominance. J. Orthop. Sports Phys. Ther. 36: 289-297. 
ANDREWS, A.H. AND J.D. HORWHAT. 2006. Massive pneumoperitoneum after EUS_FNA aspiration of the pancreas. Gastrointest. Endosc. 63: 876-877.
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List of Approved Protocols
From 06/20/06 To 09/08/06
Grand Total of
38
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

Department of Allergy-Immunology
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

7/11/2006
06-33026EX
Nelson, Michael R., LTC  MC
Clinical status of patients 9-15 months after experiencing myopericarditis related to 

smallpox vaccine immunization

Department of Medicine
Total:
8

General Medicine Service
Sub-Total:
3

8/10/2006
06-10011
Kemmer, Teresa, LTC  SP
Effects of the DASH diet on blood pressure and body mass index

7/18/2006
06-10030EX
Pinholt, Ellen, LTC  MC
The Effect of Learning about Driving by Elders on Residents and Staff (E.L.D.E.R.S) 

study

7/24/2006
06-10031EX
Hemmer, Paul, LtCol  MC
Internal Medicine Geriatrics Home Visit Protocol

Hematology-Oncology Service
Sub-Total:
1

8/10/2006
05-15068
Reid, Thomas J., COL  MC
NSABP PROTOCOL C-08:  A Phase III Clinical Trial Comparing Infusional 5-

Fluorouracil (5-FU), Leucovorin, and Oxaliplatin (mFOLFOX6) Every Two Weeks 

With Bevacizumab to the Same Regimen Without Bevacizumab for the Treatment of 

Patients With Resected Stages II and III Carcinoma of the Colon

Infectious Disease Service
Sub-Total:
2

8/16/2006
06-19030
Hawkes, Clifton A., COL  MC
A Retrospective and Prospective Observational Study of the Natural History of HIV 

Infection in Active Duty U.S. Military Personnel and Department of Defense 

Beneficiaries

7/25/2006
06-8838-
Wortmann, Glenn, COL  MC
The Clinical Efficacy of Hepatitis B Vaccination in HIV Positive Patients

98aEX

Nephrology Service
Sub-Total:
2

7/17/2006
Hurst, Frank, CPT  MC
Renal Failure Associated with the Use of Bowel Purgatives

7/7/2006
06-11024EX
Abbott, Kevin C., COL  MC
Outcomes in End Stage Renal Disease: An Update

Department of Nursing
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

6/30/2006
06-75014EX
Kenny, Deborah J., LTC  AN
Wartime Critical Care Air Transport

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Total:
5

Sub-Total:
4

7/6/2006
06-44026
Levens, Eric D., LCDR  MC
Follicular Fluid and Serum Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor (VEGF) assessment in 

Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) cycles in patients treated with Ganirelix 

Acetate for Ovarian Hyperresponse

7/11/2006
06-44078EX
Maxwell, G. Larry, LTC  MC
Genomic and Proteomic Analysis of Ovarian Cancer Specimens

7/14/2006
06-44079EX
Maxwell, G. Larry, LTC  MC
Soy Isoflavones and Endometrial Pathology in Peri and Postmenopausal Women

8/10/2006
06-44080EX
Harrington, Kendra,   DAC
Predictive value of pretreatment assessment and predictors of response to pelvic floor 

physical therapy in urinary incontinence

Reproductive Endocrinology & Infertility Division
Sub-Total:
1

6/20/2006
06-04-
Levens, Eric D., LCDR  MC
Retrospective Evaluation of Pregnancy and Implantation Rates in Cryopreserved 

44018gEX
Blastocyst Cycles—A Comparison of Day 5 versus Day 6
Department of Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation
Total:
4
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

Orthopedic Surgery Service
Sub-Total:
4

6/27/2006
06-24040EX
Mack, Andrew, CPT  MC
Intramedullary Fixation of Open Proximal Femur Fractures Sustained in Modern 

Warfare

7/28/2006
06-24042EX
Helgeson, Melvin, CPT  MC
Incidence of, Risk Factors for, and Results of Late or Delayed Amputation Following 

Combat-Related Injuries of the Extremities

8/1/2006
06-24043EX
Helgeson, Melvin, CPT  MC
Antibiotic impregnated calcium sulfate use in comminuted open fractures

8/30/2006
06-24044EX
Potter, Benjamin K., CPT  MC
Outcomes of  Septic Arthritis following Total Joint Replacement Treated with 

Prosthesis Retention and Serial Irrigation and Debridement  Supplemented with 

Antibiotic Bead Placement

Department of Pathology and Area Laboratories
Total:
2

Sub-Total:
2

8/4/2006
05-48009
Crothers, Barbara, COL  MC
Internet-Based Cervical Cytology Screening Research Program ("Telepaps") (Phase II )

7/26/2006
06-48005EX
Cordaro, Daniel, CPT  MC
Frequency of Lymphatic Invasion in Prostate Cancer as Determined by Podoplanin 

Expression

Department of Pediatrics
Total:
3

Sub-Total:
3

7/24/2006
06-65013
Sutter, Deena, Maj  MC
Clonality and Virulence factors in Staphylococcus Aureus Isolated from Pediatric 

Patients

8/23/2006
06-65014
Pinsker, Jordan E., CPT  MC
Ghrelin levels in children with gastrointestinal symptoms and/or poor growth

8/30/2006
06-65016EX
May, Joseph, CPT  MC
Influence of computerized interpretation on the accuracy of pediatric resident EKG 

interpretations

Department of Pharmacy
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

7/26/2006
06-36008EX
Russell, Martin, CPT  MS
Incidence of Potentially Inappropriate Prescribing Use in an Elderly Outpatient 

Pharmacy Population: a Retrospective Cohort

Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
Total:
2

Sub-Total:
1

8/15/2006
06-96031EX
Janze, Aeneas, CPT  MC
Gender differences in tempero-spatial, kinetic, and kinematic gait parameters 

associated with hip external rotation of military service members

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation Service
Sub-Total:
1

9/8/2006
06-96030EX
Aguila, Eric, CPT  MC
Outcomes of Regional Anesthesia on Pain Control in the Combat Amputee

Department of Psychiatry
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

7/5/2006
06-72029EX
Tarpley, Vanita,   
The Art of War

Department of Radiology
Total:
1

Radiation Therapy
Sub-Total:
1

7/7/2006
06-46003EX
Wilson, Steven, LTC  MC
Heterotopic Ossification In Amputees

Department of Surgery
Total:
9
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

Army Audiology & Speech Center
Sub-Total:
2

7/14/2006
06-25025
Walden, Brian E., PhD  DAC
Auditory modeling of Suprathreshold Distortion in Persons with Impaired Hearing

8/16/2006
06-25026
Cord, Mary T., MS  DAC
Evaluation of an Automatic Asymmetric Hearing Aid Fitting in Everyday Listening

General Surgery Service
Sub-Total:
1

7/28/2006
06-20002EX
Vertrees, Amy, CPT  MC
Role of PTFE in vascular repair of war-injured extremity wounds

Ophthalmology Service
Sub-Total:
3

7/6/2006
06-23014
Bower, Kraig, S., COL  MC
Goblet Cell Response and Dry Eye Symptoms after LASIK and PRK

7/13/2006
06-23015
Smith, Benjamin, CPT  MC
Bacterial Adherence to Intraocular Lenses (IOL) In Vitro

6/26/2006
06-23016
Yakopson, Vladimir, CPT  MC
Comparison of the Alpha-2 agonists for prevention of intraocular pressure elevation 

after Selective Laser Trabeculoplasty

Urology Service
Sub-Total:
3

6/23/2006
06-03-28017d
McLeod, David G., COL(ret)  MC
Proteomic and Metabolomic Serum Patterns for the Early Detection of Prostate 

Cancer and Determining Prostate Cancer Aggressiveness

6/20/2006
06-03-28017e
McLeod, David G., COL(ret)  MC
Development of a Prostate Cancer Gene Panel (PCGP) with Potentials in Improving 

Prostate Cancer Diagnosis and Prognosis

8/23/2006
06-28053
Richter, Eric, CPT  MC
Does the On-QTM Pain Management System Improve Postoperative Pain Following 

Radical Prostatectomy




Publication Clearance Hypothetical


LTC Mary Snuffy wishes to give powerpoint presentation on 


1 November 2006. This work is in support of a WRAMC approved protocol and contains sensitive information during an Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) deployment.  How should LTC Snuffy proceed?  


Answer:  LTC Snuffy should complete the appropriate publication clearance form signed by Service and/or Dept. Chief, attach a copy of the presentation, and forward to the Operational Security (OPSEC).  Also, due to the sensitive nature of the talk, WRAMC Public Affairs (PAO) may forward the presentation to OTSG/MEDCOM PAO for approval.  Then, the presentation will be forwarded to DCI for review.  In this particular situation, the estimated processing time is as follows:


OPSEC-10 business days


WRAMC PAO-5 business days


OTSG/MEDCOM PAO-15 business days


DCI-10 business days


Total estimated processing time-40 business days.  Therefore, submission of this presentation should be executed no later than


1 September 2006.          
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Statistical Homework





Can you solve this problem?





An investigator wants to estimate the effect of a surgical training simulator on the performance of the surgery residents.  





There are two staff physicians, Drs Smith and Jones, who are qualified to teach residents using the simulator. 


Drs. Smith and Jones are also the only qualified persons to judge the performance of the residents (performance will be subjectively rated from 0-5) 


There are 20 residents.  All of them will receive the usual ‘standard of care’ training, but half of the residents (chosen randomly) will receive simulator training and the other 10 residents will not receive simulator training.


Is it possible to set up this up as a ‘blinded’ study with only two staff members who must be the trainers as well as the evaluators?





If you can solve this problem, email your answer to � HYPERLINK "mailto:DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil" \o "mailto:DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil" �DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil� and receive $100 off your next DCI statistical consultation!!





For further information please contact 202-782-7878.











Research Alert List Reminder








In order to provide better service to Walter Reed researchers, DCI has established a Researcher Alert List.  





The Researcher Alert List consists of important periodic updates on policy changes, procedures, regulations, etc. that directly impact Walter Reed medical researchers.





If you are a Principal Investigator, Associate Investigator, Research Nurse, or want to be kept informed of key research developments, it is important that you be included on this list.





To be added to the Research Alert List, call 782-7896 and request to be added to the Research Alert List.
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Attention DCI Employees! 


 Don’t Forget Your WRAMC Annual Review Training (ART) 


and Command Orientation.





All DCI personnel must be up to date in their ART training.  ART on-line is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cmecourses.com/dod" ��www.cmecourses.com/dod� 


Login is the first four (4) letters of last name and the password is the last five(5) numbers of your SSN.  The online ART takes approximately 2-3 hours to complete, with a test at the end to test your knowledge of the covered material.  DCI personnel are reminded to print off their evaluation sheets after they complete the training. These sheets certify that you have completed the course.  ART is still given didactically.  The next didactic versions of ART will be given on 04 & 18 October, 08 & 15 November, and 06 & 13 December.  All ART sessions are from 0730-1245 in Joel Auditorium, Bldg 2.  
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Inquiring Minds is published quarterly by the Department of Clinical Investigation, WRAMC, as a service to DCI employees and the WRAMC research community.





Contact Information:


Walter Reed Army Medical Center


Department of Clinical Investigation			


6900 Georgia Avenue, NW


Borden Pavillion (Bldg 6)


Washington, DC 20307-5001





Tel: (202) 782-6389


Fax:  (202) 782-3881


E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:WRAMC.DCI@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" ��WRAMC.DCI@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL�





Any submissions or questions about content should be directed to CPT Duke Poore at 


(202) 782-7823.











Clinical Research Meetings & Conferences





7-12 October: AHIMA Convention and Exhibit.  


AHIMA is the premier association of health information management (HIM) professionals. AHIMA's 50,000 members are dedicated to the effective management of personal health information needed to deliver quality healthcare to the public. Founded in 1928 to improve the quality of medical records, AHIMA is committed to advancing the HIM profession in an increasingly electronic and global environment through leadership in advocacy, education, certification, and lifelong learning. 


Venue:  	Colorado Convention Center


City:  		Denver


State:  		Colorado


Country:	USA


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ahima.org/convention/2006/index.asp" ��2006 AHIMA Convention and Exhibit�


16-17 November:  International Genetic Epidemiology Society (IGES) Conference.  IGES members include geneticists, epidemiologists, statisticians, mathematicians, biologists, related biomedical researchers and students interested in the research of the genetic basis of the diseases, complex traits and their risk factors. The field is a marriage between disciplines of genetics and epidemiology. 


Venue:  	Trade Winds Island Resort


City:		St. Petersburg


State:		Florida


Country:	USA


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.biostat.wustl.edu/~genetics/iges/IGES2006Meeting.htm" ��IGES 2006 Meeting�





15-18 November: Annual Human Research Protection Program (HRPP) Conference.  This unique symposium is an open and independent forum in which stakeholders–representing research institutions, hospitals, universities, the federal government, pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries.


Venue:  	Marriott Wardman Park Hotel


City:  		Washington D.C.


State:  		


Country:	USA


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.irbforum.org/forum/read/5/1162/1162" ��IRB Forum - - 2006 Annual Human Research Protection Programs (HRPP) Conference, November 15-18�











Research Course Requirement for Proxy PIs





Federal and DoD regulations require that individuals involved in the conduct of human subject research receive periodic training in human subject research protections. At WRAMC, this training is required of all Principal Investigators (PIs), Associate Investigators (AIs) and Medical Monitors via the web-based CITI course accessed at the DCI website.  





Occasionally, the individual actually designing and carrying out the research does not meet the WRAMC criteria for serving as a PI and is designated as an Associate Investigator (AI) or a collaborator. The PI Guide on the DCI website details the eligibility requirement for PIs, AIs, and collaborators. 





It is the responsibility of all investigators who oversee and conduct research to understand and comply with all ethical and regulatory issues related to medical research. Therefore, when the collaborator is responsible for the actual day-to-day conduct of the study, but is not eligible for PI status (sometimes referred to as the ‘proxy PI’), the requirements to complete the CITI research course apply. Further, Medical Monitors are also required to complete the CITI course.  Refresher course training is required three years after the initial Basic CITI course.





If you have any questions about the Research Course requirement for investigators, please call 782-7829.





�





Statistical Analysis Using SPSS: Levels 1, 2, & 3





The DCI, Clinical Studies Service, offers a three-part series of workshops will be held in October to help the clinical investigator learn SPSS statistical analysis software & concepts and applications.   Please note the date announcement on the DCI website.





These courses are for military and civilian clinician researchers (and aspiring researchers) at WRAMC and designed to give ‘hands-on’ experience in utilizing SPSS for data analysis. The content of each session is as follows:





Level I:  An Overview of Data Coding and Data File Creation





Level II:  Statistical Methods for Comparing Differences between Two Groups





Level III:  Analysis of Categorical Data for Medical Research


 





The course will accommodate up to 22 participants and is free of charge to WRAMC personnel.  Each participant will attend all three courses with Level I a prerequisite for Levels II, and III  





Classes will meet on 3 Thursday afternoons from 1300-1500 in the DCI Computer Room (Bldg 6, Room 4075).





For further information and future course dates, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm" ��www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm�. 
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	IRB Calendar 





The following institutional Review Board (IRB) meeting will be held in the months of October, November, and December:





CLINICAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE (CIC):





03 October			17 October 


07 November 			21 November


05 December		 


	





HUMAN USE COMMITTEE (HUC)





11 October (Wednesday)	24 October 


14 November 			28 November


12 December	





CIC meetings will begin at 1300, and HUC meetings start at 1230.  Meetings will be held in the DCI conference room, Building 6 (Borden Pavillion), 4th floor.
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HAIL AND FAREWELL				�





Arriving DCI Members:  Timothy Wood





Departing DCI Members:  Lavonne Coates 











�











�


	











Evaluation of Somatostatin Receptor (SSTR) Response to Recombinant Human Thyroid Stimulating Hormone (rhTSH) in Select Thyroid Cancer Cell Lines








	Normal and cancerous thyroid tissue have been found to express various somatostatin receptors (SSTRs).  As it is not infrequent to encounter thyroid cancer tumors which do not concentrate iodine, detection of metastasis can become problematic. When such circumstances arise, any improvement in the sensitivity of non-iodine scintigraphic agents would be of great clinical benefit. 18-FDG PET has been used in localization of thyroid cancer and appears to be most sensitive during states of TSH stimulation.  Both, Octreotide and Neotect scintigraphic scanning agents have also been utilized to detect malignant thyroid tissue although with variable success. We decided to investigate the effect of rhTSH stimulation on the expression of SSTRs in NPA-87 and FTC-133 cell lines. If rhTSH stimulation increases thyroid cancer cell SSTR expression, it could provide another avenue for clinicians to pursue in attempts to localize thyroid metastases. This study was designed to investigate and assess the change in expression of Somatostatin receptor (SSTRs 1, 2, 2a, 2b, 3, and 5) in well differentiated human papillary thyroid cancer (NPA87-PTC) and follicular thyroid cancer (FTC-133) at baseline and with exposure to low, medium and high concentrations of rhTSH.  We exposed NPA87-PTC and FTC-133 human thyroid cell lines to rhTSH in media of low (0.2mU/ml), medium (0.5mU/ml) and high (10mU/ml) concentrations. The resulting expression profiles were evaluated by reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction (RT- PCR) amplification, flow cytometry, Western Blot analysis and immunocytochemical analysis (ICC).  Results suggest that SSTR 2a and 2b are expressed in FTC-133 and NPA87-PTC in untreated samples using RT-PCR amplification. Flow cytometry shows that SSTR 2 is positive in NPA87-PTC in untreated cells. Western Blot analysis indicated that FTC-133 is positive for SSTR 2b in untreated cells. ICC results suggest that SSTR 2a and 2b are expressed in unstimulated FTC-133.  By Western Blot analysis, we were able to determine a trend in increasing expression of  SSTR 2b in FTC-133 after exposure to low, medium, and high rhTSH concentrations. We are presently pursuing further experiments evaluating the effect of rhTSH on  SSTR mRNA expression as to confirm the apparent upregulation in expression which if proven could well have clinical utility for improving the sensitivity of somatostatin scanning for localization of thyroid cancer. 





For further information please contact 202-356-1254








			�





Doing Research at WRAMC: How to Prepare a DCI Protocol �


DCI is offering a portable on-site short course to WRAMC departments/services





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/p_triag.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  Goal: To facilitate the protocol preparation process and help researchers better understand what studies need a DCI protocol and to know the availability of DCI resources and support. 


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/p_triag.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  About the course:  The course is one hour.  We can present it at your site, using your Journal Club time, Brown Bag lunch hour or any other convenient time.  A group of 3-4 DCI staff will present an overview and Q/A on why, when, where, and how to prepare and submit a research protocol to the DCI.  The course will be available throughout the year. 


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/p_triag.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  For further information or to request this seminar for your service or department contact DCI at (202) 782-7878 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:DCISTATS@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" \o "mailto:DCISTATS@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" ��DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil�.  A minimum of 6 attendees is required. 
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NIH/VTC Live Course for Researchers


WRAMC/DCI has established a link with NIH to bring their research course this Fall to WRAMC researchers.  The course is sponsored by the National Institutes of Health Clinical Center via videoconference.





Date of the conference: October 16, 2006 to February 20, 2007 - Monday and Tuesdays


Time: 1700 hours to 1830 hours





The Videoconference site at WRAMC will be 1M45, Building 2 (This is the conference room located in the GYN Clinic across from the Subway Restaurant on the first floor).  If you are interested, you should register for the whole course and attend the sessions as you choose.  The deadline for registration is October 3.  The course announcement and the registration form are available on the WRAMC/DCI website:  �HYPERLINK http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/ippcr.htm ��http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/ippcr.htm�


The schedule is available on the NIH website:  �HYPERLINK http://www.cc.nih.gov/researchers/training/ippcr/schedule05.shtml ��http://www.cc.nih.gov/researchers/training/ippcr/schedule05.shtml�


For more information: (202-782-7823), or (202-782-7840).
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