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Recent WRAMC Publications

Congratulations to the following WRAMC investigators on their recently published papers. This list was compiled from a recent MEDLINE search of the literature using the keyword WRAMC.  Listed articles have been cleared through DCI and the WRAMC Public Affairs Office.  If you recently published, and we did not include your publication here, please let us know so we may list your publication in the next issue of the newsletter.

SMITH, M.T. AND R.K. WONG. 2007. Foreign bodies. Gastrointest. Endosc. Clin. N. Am 17: 361-382.
SWANBERG, M.M. 2007. Memantine for behavioral disturbances in frontotemporal dementia: a case series. Alzheimer dis. Assoc. Discord. 21: 164-166.  

NARAYAN, R., R.M. Perkins, E.P. Berbano, C.M. Yuan, R.T. Neff, E.S. Sawyers, F.E. Yeo, G.M. Vidal-Trecan, and K.C. Abbott. 2007. Parathyroidectomy versus cinacalcet hydrochloride-based medical therapy in the management of hyperparathyroidism in ESRD: a cost utility analysis. Am. J Kidney Dis. 49: 801: 813.
STOJADINOVIC, A., A Nissan, M. Protic, C.F. Adair, D, Prus, S. Usaj, R.S. Howard, D. Radovanovic, M. Breberina, C.D. Shriver, R. Grinbaum, J.M. Nelson, T.A. Brown, H.R. Freund, J.F. Potter, T. Peretz, G.E. Peoples. 2007. Prospective randomized study comparing sentinel lymph node carcinoma: Results from the United States Military Cancer Institute Clinical Trials Group Study GI-01. Ann. Surg. 245: 846-857.
ALBRIGHT, T.S., A.P. Gehrich, J. Jr. Wright, C.F. Lettieri, S.G. Dunlow, and J.L. Buller. 2007. Pregnacy during Operation Iraq Freedom/Operation Enduring Freedom. Mil. Med. 172: 511-514.
ALBRIGHT, T.S., A.P. Gehrich, J. Jr. Wright, C.F. Lettieri, S.G. Dunlow, and J.L. Buller. 2007. Utility of ultrasound in the combat theater:  experiences of a gynecologist during Operation Iraqi Freedom/Operation Enduring Freedom. Mil Med. 172: 507-510.
PERKINS, J.G., M.A. Schreiber, C.E. Wade, and J.B. Holcomb. 2007. Early versus late recombinant factor VIIa in combat trauma patients requiring massive transfusion. J. Trauma. 62: 1095-1099.
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CHUN D.W., R.M. Bauer, T.P. Ward, J.S.2nd Dick and K.S. Bower. 2007. Evaluation of digital fundus images as a diagnostic method for surveillance of diabetic retinopathy. Mil. Med. 172: 405-401.
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Do you know what “SNOSE” is?

If the answer is ‘No’, then you need to update your knowledge of research design methodology, so read on….

One aspect of study design that is frequently overlooked by investigators is the method used to conceal randomization. To just report “patients were randomized…” may not be sufficient for your manuscript any longer as reviewers have started to ask about  randomization concealment.  

The possible effects of poorly concealed randomization schemes on treatment outcomes was the focus of an article in the Journal of the American Medical Association..  They concluded that “Compared with trials in which authors reported adequately concealed treatment allocation, trials in which concealment was either inadequate or unclear (did not report or incompletely reported a concealment approach) yielded larger estimates of treatment effects (P<.001). Odds ratios were exaggerated by 41% for inadequately concealed trials and by 30% for unclearly concealed trials (adjusted for other aspects of quality).”

Different methods for concealing randomization are available and their use depends on your study design and resources:

1. A procedure used in large multicenter trials is a central telephonic randomization system in which, after the patient has been identified and enrolled into the study, the investigator’s designee (depending on which caregivers are blinded) calls in to receive the patient’s randomization assignment.

2. Allocation done by the pharmacy in which treatments are concealed in sealed, sequentially numbered containers.

3. SNOSE:  Sequentially Numbered Opaque Sealed Envelopes.  The randomization list(s) should be used to generate envelopes and the envelopes are labeled with sequential numbers.  After each patient is consented, enrolled and ready for randomization, the envelope for his/her treatment must be opened in the assigned order and the patient’s identifier should be written on the envelope.  

Additional guidelines for using SNOSE are available in the medical literature. 2
 For help with randomization after your protocol is approved, please contact the DCI statisticians at DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil.

1 Schulz KF, Chalmers I, Hayes RJ, Altman DG.  Empirical Evidence of Bias: Dimensions of Methodological Quality Associated With Estimates of Treatment Effects in Controlled Trials.  JAMA Vol 273(5), 1 Feb 1995, pp 408-412

2Doig GS, Simpson F. Randomization and allocation concealment: a practical guide for researchers
J of Crit Care- 2005 06 (Vol. 20, Issue 2)
Bailey K. Ashford Clinical Research Finalists’ Summaries
LCDR Eve Feinberg, MC (Fellow, OBGYN)

Title: “Racial Disparity in Utilization and Outcomes of Assisted Reproductive Technology in an Equal Access to Care Setting”

Racial disparity in assisted reproductive technology (ART) outcomes has been reported but remains controversial.  Reasons for the disparity are unclear, and access to care has been suggested as a causative factors.  Dr. Feinberg sought to examine minority utilization of ART in the Department of Defense (DoD) compared with minority utilization in the U.S.  ART population outcomes were compared between Caucasian (Cau) and African American (AA) patients, and etiologies of disparity were examined.  In accordance with LCDR Feinberg’s findings, utilization of ART services among AA women increased when access to care was improved.  A clinically significant reduction in live birth rate and statistically significant increase in spontaneous abortion rate was observed in AA women compared with Cau women.  The persistence of racial differences in an equal-access-to care environment might be explained, in part, by the increased prevalence of leiomyomas in AA women.

CPT Edward Hulten, MC (Resident, Internal Medicine)

Title: “The Effect of Early, Intensive Statin Therapy on Acute Coronary Syndrome:  A Meta-analysis of Randomized, Controlled Trials”

In addition to well-established secondary prevention benefits for atherosclerotic coronary artery disease, HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors are hypothesized to have short-term benefit in acute coronary syndrome (ACS), yet the data are inconsistent, with some trials underpowered to demonstrate therapeutic benefit.  The objective of Dr. Hulten’s study was to determine the effects of early, intensive statin therapy for ACS.  Randomized controlled trials of statins begun within 14 days of hospitalization for ACS were included.  Thirteen randomized controlled trials published before May 2006 were available, involving 17,963 adults (median number of patients 135; median follow-up, 6 months).  Early, intensive statin therapy for ACS decreased the rate of death and cardiovascular events over 2 years of follow-up(hazard ratio, 0.81 [95% confidence interval, 0.77-0.87]).  CPT Hulten concluded that early, intensive statin therapy reduces death and cardiovascular events after 4 months of treatment.  

CPT Benjamin Potter, MC (Resident, Orthopeadic Surgery)

Title: “Heterotropic Ossification in the Residual Limbs of Traumatic and Combat-Related Amputees”

Although infrequently reported in amputees previously, heterotopic ossification has proven to be a  common and problematic clinical entity in the treatment of traumatic and combat-related amputations related to Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.   The aim of Dr. Potter’s work was to report the prevalence of and risk factors for heterotopic ossification following trauma-related amputation as well as the preliminary results of operative excision.  CPT Potter identified 330 patients with a total of 373 traumatic and combat-related amputations who had been manged at centers between September 11, 2001 and November 30, 2005.   Further, medical records and radiographs of 187 patients with 213 amputations who had adequate radiographic follow-up were examined.   According to Dr. Potter’s conclusion, heterotopic ossification following traumatic-related amputation is more common than the literature would suggest, particularly following amputations that are performed within the initial zone of injury and those that are due to blast injuries.  Many patients are asymptomatic or can be successfully managed with modification of the prosthesis.  

Bailey K. Ashford Clinical Research Finalists’ Summaries cont.
MAJ Derek Stocker, MC (Fellow, Nuclear Medicine)

Title: “Substantial Bone Loss Following Traumatic Lower Extremity Amputations”

Between September 2005 and May 2006, nineteen patients with unilateral amputationjs received dual energy X-ray absorptiometry (DXA) studies in the Walter Reed AMC Endocrinology Clinic. Using the intact limb as a surrogate baseline, the comparative bone density decrease in the amputated limb was determined at the level of the femoral neck, total hip and lower extremity.  According to Dr. Stocker’s results, one patient had retained shrapnel, limiting the measurements of the lower extremity and total hip assessments.  Otherwise, the bone mineral density (BMD) measurements were available and adequate at all three analyzed sites in both lower extremities in all patients.   The patients were aged 29±1.9 years, predominatly male (18-19), and had undergone a unilateral amputation 9±1 months prior to the study.  Etidronate was administered to 68% (13/19) of these patients during their rehabilitation period.  MAJ Stocker concluded that rapid bone loss of the amputated limb appears to occur following traumatic amputation in spite of early ambulation and bisphosphonate use.

MAJ Deena Sutter, MC (Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Diseases)

Title: “Polymicrobial Bloodstream Infection in Pediatric Patients”

There has been little published about polymicrobial bloodstream infections (PBSI) in children.  Dr. Sutter hypothesized that specific clinical and historical risk factors are associated with an increased risk of PBSI.   MAJ Sutter also speculated that routine empiric antimicrobial therapy is frequently inadequate to treat the variety of pathogens in these infections.  Positive blood cultures obtained from patients 0-18 years of age from 1998 to 2004 were reviewed.  Patients whose cultures grew > 1 organism were age-matched with patients with single-organism BSI (case controls).  Records were reviewed to compare their underlying medical conditions, organisms isolated, efficacy of therapy, and clinical characteristics of illness.  Twenty-one episodes of PBS were identified in 18 subjects.  PBSI patients were more likely to have chronic medical conditions (100% vs 74%, p=0.003), gastrointestinal pathology (69% vs 22%, p>0.0001), central venous catheters (93% vs 54%, p=0.0002), and to be receiving parenteral nutrition (52% vs 22%, p=0.004) than controls.  Based on MAJ Sutter’s conclusion, chronic medical conditions, particularly gastrointestinal disease, are risk factors for PBSIs.  Clinical illness may be more severe and empiric antimicrobial therapy is often inadequate in these patients. 

Bailey K. Ashford Laboratory Research Finalists’ Summaries
LTC Richard Burroughs, MC (Resident, Dermatology)

Title: “Intracellular and Extracellular Bacteria of Demodex Foliculorum and the Potential 

Pathogenisis of Rosacea”

The presence of Demodex folliculorum has been implicated in the pathogenesis of Rosacea, but never proven to be a causative agent.  The majority of individuals in the general population have Demodex folliculorum present in their skin, yet only a fraction of the normal population develops rosacea.  Dr. Burroughs hypothesized that cutaneous changes or rosacea are due to an inflammatory response to intracellular bacteria within Demodex folliculorum.  Candidate intracellular organisms include bacteria, γ-proteobacteria, Cytophage flavobacterium-Bacteroides bacteria, and sprioplasmas.  The aim of this work is to accurately identify the intracellular organism that may be responsible for rosacea and thereby improve medical treatment for this disease.

MAJ Robert Elwood, MC (Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Diseases)

Title: “The American Cotton Rat:  A Novel Model for Pulmonary Tuberculosis”

Several animal models are used to study Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB) infections; however, none is a fully ideal model of human disease.  According to Dr. Elwood, the American cotton rat  is an excellent model for the study of several human viral and bacterial respiratory infectious diseases, but until now has not been reported to be a model for MTB infection.  MAJ Elwood designed experiments in which two species of cotton rats (Sigmodon hispidus and Sigmodon fulviventer) received respiratory challenges with M. tuberculosis via either intranasal or aerosol inoculation.  As a result, Granulomatous disease developed in the lungs, spleen, and lymph nodes of infected animals.  In addition, there were differences in response to infection between the two species, with S. fulviventer demonstrating greater mortality than S. hispidus.  From this body of research, Dr. Elwood concluded that cotton rats provide another valuable tool in future research with tuberculosis.

MAJ Kirk Jensen, MC (Fellow, Pediatric Endocrinology)

Title: “Thyroid Cancer Invasion and Metastases:  The Role of Epithelial-Mesenchymal Transition”

Genes known to be involved in epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition (EMT) are regulated by epigenetic mechanism and their aberrant promoter methylation has been demonstrated in cancer.  Dr. Jensen hypothesized pharmacological agents known to modify epigenetic mechanisms could be effective in the  treatment of thyroid cancer.  To test this hypothesis, MAJ Jensen 1) analyzed the patterns of expression of epigenetic regulators in human thyroid papillary cancer, and 2) performed a functional study in vitro examining the effects of 5-aza-2’-deoxycytidine (5-aza), a known demethylating agent, on thyroid cancer cell growth, differentiation and motility.  Dr. Jensen concluded that chemotherapeutical compounds, such as 5-aza, which target epigenetic regulation, can have clinical benefit by induction of cancer cell death and differentiation, but have limited effects on thyroid cancer cell invasion.

List of Approved Protocols From 03/23/07 To 06/28/07
Grand Total of
65
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

Department of Allergy-Immunology
Total:
2

Sub-Total:
2

4/2/2007
07-04-
Engler, Renata J.M., COL  MC
Utilization of and Satisfaction with Vaccine Healthcare Centers (VHC) Network 

33017aEX
Vaccine Safety Consultation and Education Telemedicine Services

6/1/2007
07-33028EX
Haymore, Bret, CPT  MC
Immunotherapy Prescribing Patterns Of Allergists Having Prescriptions Filled by the 

U.S. Army Centralized Allergen Extract Laboratory (USACAEL)

Department of Clinical Investigation
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

5/30/2007
07-92027
Wood, Timothy, PhD  DAC
Initial Probe Study to Structurally and Biochemically Characterize Francisella 

Tularensis Pilin Proteins for Immunological Antigenicity and Potential for Vaccine use

Department of Medicine
Total:
22

Cardiology Service
Sub-Total:
1

5/29/2007
07-12030
Devine, Patrick J., MAJ  MC
CT-EXTRA:  The Addition of Cardiac Computer Tomography to Exercise Treadmill 

Testing in the Evaluation of Angina

Endocrine Service
Sub-Total:
1

6/13/2007
07-13026
Vaishnav, Yashesh N., PhD  DAC
Assessment of Alterations in Expression Levels of Several Specific Apoptosis-Relevant

  Proteins Induced by γ-Rays in RET-PTC-3 (oncogene) and pRC-CMV (control 

vector) Stable Transfectants of FRTL-5 Cell Line Utilizing Western Blot Technology

Gastroenterology Service
Sub-Total:
4

3/26/2007
07-14035
Sjogren, Maria H., COL(ret)  MC
Comparison of Weight-based Doses of Taribavirin Combined With Peginterferon Alfa-

2b Versus Ribavirin Combined With Peginterferon Alfa-2b in Therapy-naïve Patients 

With Chronic Hepatitis C Virus Genotype 1 Infection

5/14/2007
07-14036
Bassett, John, LCDR  MC
An Evaluation of the Dose of Lansoprazole Required to Achieve Adequate 

Intraesophageal Acid Suppression in a Cohort of Patients with Gastroesophageal 

Junction Squamous Intestinal Metaplasia (GEJSIM),  Short Segment Barrett's  

Esophagus <3 cm (SSBE) Or Long Segment Barrett's Esophagus >3 cm (LSBE) - An 

Exploratory Study

5/17/2007
07-14040
Sjogren, Maria H., COL(ret)  MC
Efficacy and Safety of Daily Infergen/Ribavirin in Patients with Chronic Hepatitis C 

Virus Genotype 1 Infection Who Were Partial Responders after Peginterferon 

alfa/Ribavirin Therapy

6/4/2007
07-14041
Sjogren, Maria H., COL(ret)  MC
A Phase 2a Multicenter, Randomized, Controlled, Single-blind Dose Ranging Study to 

Evaluate the Safety and Antiviral Effect of SCV-07 in Non-Cirrhotic Subjects with 

Genotype 1 Chronic Hepatitis C Who Have Relapsed to Previous Treatment

General Medicine Service
Sub-Total:
5

4/17/2007
07-10012
Gore, Rosco, CPT  MC
Effect of Topiramate on Renal Function

5/15/2007
07-10013
Roy, Michael, COL  MC
The ViRTICo-BP Trials: Virtual Reality Therapy and Imaging in Combat Veterans with

 Blast Injury and Posttraumatic Stress Disorder

4/19/2007
07-10014
Jackson, Jeffrey L., COL  MC
What Makes A Good Attending Physician?

5/21/2007
07-10015
Combest, Travis, MS  DAC
Effects of an isocaloric carbohydrate-protein beverage compared to a carbohydrate 

beverage on muscle damage and soreness in soldiers following an Army Physical Fitness

 Test

6/1/2007
07-10032EX
Betteridge, John, CPT  MC
Continuing Medical Education in Deployed Providers, Experiences in OIF/OEF

Hematology-Oncology Service
Sub-Total:
2
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

4/9/2007
07-15074
Reid, Thomas J., COL  MC
Program for the Assessment of Clinical Cancer Tests (PACCT-1):  Trial Assigning 

Individualized Options for Treatment: The TAILORx Trial

4/3/2007
07-16025
Weiss, Brendan M., MAJ  MC
Examination of PNH, by Level of CD59 on red and white blood cells, in bone marrow 

failure syndromes (EXPLORE)

Infectious Disease Service
Sub-Total:
2

5/10/2007
07-19018EX
Wortmann, Glenn, COL  MC
Changing Spectrum of Acinetobacter Resistance at WRAMC

6/22/2007
07-19019EX
Wortmann, Glenn, COL  MC
Epidemiological Investigation of an Acinetobacter Outbreak

Nephrology Service
Sub-Total:
3

6/6/2007
07-06-
Abbott, Kevin C., COL  MC
Outcomes in End Stage Renal Disease:  An Update

11024aEX

3/28/2007
07-11030EX
Hurst, Frank P., CPT  MC
Renal Transplantation Associated Leukopenia and Thrombocytopenia

3/29/2007
07-11031EX
Perkins, Robert M., MAJ  MC
Comparison of the risks and costs of radiographic contrast versus gadolinium 

compounds in patients with Stage 4 and 5 Chronic Kidney Disease: a cost effectiveness 

analysis

Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine Service
Sub-Total:
4

6/20/2007
07-17021
Quast, Timothy, LCDR  MC
Analysis of the Prevalence and Characteristics of Co-Morbid Sleep and Headache 

Disorders in Patients Being Evaluated at the WRAMC Sleep Disorders Laboratory, and 

the Efficacy of CPAP Treatment on Headache Burden in Sleep Apnea Patients with a 

Co-Morbid Headache Disorder

5/11/2007
07-17054EX
Sherner, John H., MAJ  MC
Erythropoeitin use in OIF/OEF polytrauma casualties

4/27/2007
07-17055EX
King, Christopher, CPT  MC
Correlation of CT Parameters, Transthoracic Echo, and Biomarkers with Right 

Ventricular Dysfunction and Outcome in Patients With Pulmonary Embolism

5/1/2007
07-17056EX
King, Christopher, CPT  MC
Diagnostic Yield of Flexible Bronchoscopy in Immunocompromised Patients

Department of Neurology
Total:
1

Neurosurgery Service
Sub-Total:
1

4/17/2007
07-22011EX
Cardoso, Mario J., LT  MC
Does Wilson Frame induced kyphosis alter disc angles in minimally invasive lumbar 

spine surgery? A radiographic analysis.

Department of Nursing
Total:
2

Sub-Total:
1

5/11/2007
07-75016EX
Meyer, Stephanie, CPT  SP
Nutritional Requirements for Injured Soldiers from Operations Iraqi Freedom and 

Enduring Freedom

Sub-Total:
1

6/22/2007
07-75017EX
Ricciardi, Richard, COL  AN
Stressors and Coping Mechanisms of ICU Nurses Before and After OIF/OEF

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Total:
9

Sub-Total:
5

5/24/2007
07-44030
Sears, Christine, CDR  MC
Outpatient Clinical Pathway for Women with Overactive Bladder

3/28/2007
07-44083EX
Sears, Christine, CDR  MC
Medication Adherence for Overactive Bladder in a health care system where 

medications are provided at no additional cost to the patient

4/19/2007
07-44084EX
Allard, Jay, LCDR  MC
Gene Expression Profiling of Cervical Cancer: Identification of Factors Associated with

 Tumor Radio Resistance

4/26/2007
07-44085EX
Maxwell, G. Larry, LTC  MC
Early Detection of Endometrial Cancer Validating a Multiplex Panel that Includes 

Prolactin
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

5/10/2007
07-44086EX
Hamilton, Chad, MAJ  MC
Concurrent Palliative Chemotherapy and Hospice Care in Gynecologic Cancer Patients

 Nearing the End of Life

Reproductive Endocrinology & Infertility Division
Sub-Total:
4

3/30/2007
07-04-
Browne, Hyacinth, LT  MC
Assessment of LiveBirth Rates in Women at Risk for OHSS who Received a GnRH 

44018hEX
Antagonist to Prevent Cancellation of Their Assisted Reproductive Technology Cycle

4/2/2007
07-04-44018iEX
Levens, Eric D., LCDR  MC
Assessment of clinical responses to microdose GnRH-agonist administered in the early 

follicular phase compared to luteal phase GnRH-agonist among young women 

undergoing ART

4/23/2007
07-04-
Browne, Hyacinth, LT  MC
Assessment of the Use of Donor Sperm in Infertile Males with Obstructive and Primary

44018JEX
 Non-Obstructive Azoospermia

4/9/2007
07-44031
Browne, Hyacinth, LT  MC
Anti-Mullerian Hormone as an Indicator of Ovarian Response in Women with Elevated

 Follicle Stimulating Hormone Levels

Department of Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation
Total:
5

Occupational Therapy Service
Sub-Total:
1

5/1/2007
06-96022
Yancosek, Kathleen E., CPT  SP
The Use of Interactive Metronome Therapy with Adult Psychiatric Patients in the 

Military:  A Pilot Study

Orthopedic Surgery Service
Sub-Total:
2

4/23/2007
07-24045EX
Groth, Adam, CPT  MC
Management of Open Proximal Humerus Fractures Sustained in Modern Warfare

5/16/2007
07-24053
Lehman, Ronald A., MAJ  MC
Biomechanical Evaluation of a New Anterior Cervical Revision “add-on” Plate vs. 

Standard Revision Plate for Single Level Disease

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation Service
Sub-Total:
2

6/22/2007
07-24046EX
Schnall, Barri, MS  DAC
Pelvic and Trunk Kinematics during Gait of Patients with Traumatic Transtibial and 

Transfemoral Amputations

5/23/2007
07-96024
Gambel, Jeffrey, COL  MC
Functional and Clinical Assessment of the POWER Knee™:  A Pilot Study of US 

Military Service Members with Traumatic, Transfemoral Amputation

Department of Pathology and Area Laboratories
Total:
3

Sub-Total:
3

5/16/2007
07-48010
Abadie, Jude, MAJ  MC
Validation of Calculated Free Testosterone Levels

3/23/2007
07-48011
Abadie, Jude, MAJ  MC
Comparison of Serum Free Light Chains, Urine Free Light Chains, Urine Protein 

Electrophoresis, and Urine Immunofixation as Diagnostic Tests and as Predictors of 

Renal Insufficiency in Patients With Monoclonal Gammopathies

4/3/2007
07-48012
Abadie, Jude, MAJ  MC
Can the Roche Tina-quant II Hemoglobin A1c (HbA1c) assay approach Gold-Standard 

Accuracy for Clinically Elevated HbA1c Values in Patients with a Hemoglobinopathy?

Department of Pediatrics
Total:
3

Sub-Total:
3

5/7/2007
07-65018EX
Kicker, Jennifer, CPT  MC
Attitudes toward firearm safety counseling during well child and adolescent visits: a 

survey of perspectives from uniformed pediatricians

6/28/2007
07-65019EX
Richards, Autumn, CPT  MC
Billets and Board Scores: Predicting Success on the Pediatric Certifying Board 

Examination

6/22/2007
07-65020EX
Nguyen, Duong, CPT  MC
Physician Practice Regarding Body Mass Index During Pediatric Health Supervision 

Visits
Department of Psychiatry
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

5/2/2007
07-72036EX
Cueto, Percival, MAJ  MC
Incidence of Elevated Urine and Serum Amphetamine Levels in Children and 

Adolescents on Stimulants for ADHD

Department of Surgery
Total:
15

Sub-Total:
1

5/1/2007
07-30007EX
Bartoszek, Michael, CPT  MC
Fever in the surgical intensive care unit: how are we doing?

Anesthesia-Operative Service
Sub-Total:
3

5/7/2007
07-20011AEX
Buckenmaier, Chester C., LTC  MC
ROAR: Regional Outcomes Anesthesia Reporting

6/13/2007
07-20013A
Plunkett, Anthony, CPT  MC
Prevalence of Obstructive Sleep Apnea in Patients Presenting With Difficult Mask 

Ventilation Under Anesthesia

4/11/2007
07-20014A
Cohen, Steven, COL  MC
Prospective Randomized Study Comparing 0, 1, & 2 Diagnostic Lumbar Medial Branch 

(Facet Joint) Blocks Before Radiofrequency Denervation in Patients with Chronic Low 

Back Pain: A Cost: Benefit Analysis

Army Audiology & Speech Center
Sub-Total:
2

4/3/2007
07-06-25025a
Grant, Kenneth W., PhD  DAC
Visual Benefit to Speech Perception in Complex Noise Environments

5/23/2007
07-25027
Solomon, Nancy P., PhD  DAC
Assessment of Tongue Muscle Tone in Patients with Neurologic Disorders of Speech 

and Swallowing

General Surgery Service
Sub-Total:
4

4/3/2007
06-20028
Stojadinovic, Alexander, LTC  MC
Prospective Randomized Trial of Standard Wound Care Versus Standard Wound Care 

Plus Shock Wave Therapy for Traumatic Wounds of the Extremity

5/24/2007
07-01-20006e
Shriver, Craig D., COL  MC
Discovery and Validation of Blood Biomarkers of Breast Cancer.  A sub protocol of 

WU# 01-20006, Tissue and Blood Library Establishment for Molecular, Biochemical, 

and Histologic Study of Breast Disease

4/19/2007
07-20030
Stojadinovic, Alexander, LTC  MC
VOCAL Trial: Voice OutComes Appraisal, Longitudinal Trial

5/30/2007
07-20031
Stojadinovic, Alexander, LTC  MC
Sentinel Lymph Node Mapping and Biopsy with 99m-Technetium-Sulfur-Colloid and 

Isosulfan Blue Dye for the Staging of Rectal Carcinoma

Ophthalmology Service
Sub-Total:
1

5/18/2007
07-23021
Bower, Kraig, S., COL  MC
Normal lacritin levels in human tears - development of a new clinical assay

Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery Service
Sub-Total:
1

4/12/2007
07-32002EX
Kim, Esther, CPT  MC
Posterior Neck Masses: A Retrospective Review at a Tertiary Military Medical Center

Peripheral Vascular Surgery Service
Sub-Total:
1

6/22/2007
07-21008EX
White, Paul, MAJ  MC
Multi-detector Row Computed Tomographic Angiography for the evaluation of 

Combat-related Vascular Trauma

Urology Service
Sub-Total:
2

6/11/2007
07-04-28030b
McLeod, David G., COL(ret)  MC
Assessment of Single Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP) Genotypes in Men with Prostate

 Cancer

6/12/2007
07-04-28030c
McLeod, David G., COL(ret)  MC
Fine mapping and characterization of the 8q24 prostate cancer risk locus

Ireland Army Hospital
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

6/25/2007
07-81005EX
Shuping, Eric, LTC  MC
Descriptive Analysis of Rhabdomyolysis in Basic Trainees Soldiers Admitted to Ireland 

Army Community Hospital, Fort Knox October 2004 to September 2005
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LCDR  Jarrod Holmes(Clinical)			CPT Benjamin Potter (Clinical)


CPT Christine Aune (Laboratory)		MAJ Robert Elwood (Laboratory)
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Research Alert List Reminder








In order to provide better service to Walter Reed researchers, DCI has established a Researcher Alert List.  





The Researcher Alert List consists of important periodic updates on policy changes, procedures, regulations, etc. that directly impact Walter Reed medical researchers.





If you are a researcher, are contemplating doing research, or just want to be kept informed of research developments, you would be included on this list.





It is very easy to be added to this list:  


Simply call 782-7896 and request to be added.
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Attention DCI Employees! 


 Don’t Forget Your WRAMC Annual Review Training (ART) 


and Command Orientation.





All DCI personnel must be up to date in their ART training.  ART on-line is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cmecourses.com/dod" ��www.cmecourses.com/dod� 


Login is the first four (4) letters of last name and the password is the last five(5) numbers of your SSN.  The online ART takes approximately 2-3 hours to complete, with a test at the end to test your knowledge of the covered material.  DCI personnel are reminded to print off their evaluation sheets after they complete the training. These sheets certify that you have completed the course.  ART is still given didactically.  The next didactic versions of ART will be given on 11 & 25 July, 08 & 22 August, and 05 & 19 September.  All ART sessions are from 0730-1245 in Joel Auditorium, Bldg 2.  
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Inquiring Minds is published quarterly by the Department of Clinical Investigation, WRAMC, as a service to DCI employees and the WRAMC research community.





Contact Information:


Walter Reed Army Medical Center


Department of Clinical Investigation			


6900 Georgia Avenue, NW


Borden Pavilion (Bldg 6)


Washington, DC 20307-5001





Tel: (202) 782-6389


Fax:  (202) 782-3881


E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:WRAMC.DCI@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" ��WRAMC.DCI@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL�





Any submissions or questions about content should be directed to CPT Duke Poore at 


(202) 782-7823.











Clinical Research Meetings & Conferences





27-29 July: Genetic Alliance Conference.  


The 2007 conference will provide an outstanding opportunity to participate in cutting-edge workshops and insightful discussions.  The conference kicks off with the Genetic Alliance Institute for Advocacy. This year, four concurrent daylong symposia — Governance in Action, Leadership in Action, Research in Action, and Industry Advocates and Liaisons in Action — will provide intensive training for individuals in boards, staffs, or corporations.





Venue:  	Bethesda North Marriott


City:  		Bethesda


State:  		Maryland


Country:	USA


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geneticalliance.org/ws_display.asp?filter=conf07" ��Genetic Alliance - 2007 Conference�





22-23 August:  Research for Native Health: Strengthening Partnerships, Promoting Trust, and Increasing Communication – Conference.  


The conference will provide opportunities to improve the dialogue between Tribal Nations, academic scientists, government researchers, American Indian community representatives, policymakers, and funders regarding key issues involving human research, ethics, tribal sovereignty, and the role of Institutional Review Boards in tribal decision making.





Venue:  	Adams Mark Hotel


City:		Denver


State:		Colorado


Country:	USA


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.omhrc.gov/templates/content.aspx?ID=5042&lvl=1&lvlID=11" ��The Office of Minority Health - OMH Content�


13-14 September: 6th Successful Compliant Investigator-Initiated Trial (IIT) Programs


The event highlights include: developing safe and compliant protocols, executing global IIT programs, and mastering IIT budged prep and analysis.  


Venue:  	The Fairmont Hotel


City:  		San Francisco


State:  		California


Country:	USA


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.exlpharma.com/eventDetail.php?id=78" ��ExL Pharma Events develops educational conferences and seminars for pharmaceutical, biotechnology and healthcare industries.�











Research Course Requirement for Proxy PIs





Federal and DoD regulations require that individuals involved in the conduct of human subject research receive periodic training in human subject research protections. At WRAMC, this training is required of all Principal Investigators (PIs), Associate Investigators (AIs) and Medical Monitors.  This requirement can be met via the web-based Collaborative IRB Training Initiative (CITI) course accessed at the DCI website for biomedical and/or behavioral research.  The WRAMC module is required for all WRAMC researchers.  








If you have any questions about the Research Course requirement for investigators, please call 782-7829.




















 


 �





Statistical Analysis Using SPSS: Levels 1, 2, & 3





The DCI, Clinical Studies Service, offers a three-part series of workshops which will be held in July to help the clinical investigator learn SPSS statistical analysis software & concepts and applications.   Please note the date announcement on the DCI website. � HYPERLINK "http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm" ��www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm�





These courses are for military and civilian clinician researchers (and aspiring researchers) at WRAMC and are designed to give ‘hands-on’ experience in using SPSS for data analysis. The content of each session is as follows:





Level I:  An Overview of Data Coding and Data File Creation





Level II:  Statistical Methods for Comparing Differences between Two Groups





Level III:  Analysis of Categorical Data for Medical Research


 





The course can accommodate up to 22 participants and is free of charge to WRAMC personnel.  Each participant should attend all three courses with Level I a prerequisite for Levels II, and III  





Classes will meet on three Thursday afternoons from 1300-1500 in the DCI Computer Room (Bldg 6, Room 4075).





For further information and future course dates, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm" ��www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm�. 


	�








	IRB Calendar 





The following institutional Review Board (IRB) meetings will be held in the months of July, August, and September:





CLINICAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE (CIC):





03 July			17 July 


07 August 		21 August


05 September (Wed)	18 September	


	





HUMAN USE COMMITTEE (HUC)





10 July			 


14 August 		28 August


11 September		25 September	





CIC meetings will begin at 1300, and HUC meetings start at 1230.  Meetings will be held in the DCI conference room, Building 6 (Borden Pavilion), 4th floor.
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HAIL AND FAREWELL				�





Arriving DCI Members:  MAJ Mary Klote and Tiffany Felix





Departing DCI Members:   COL Susan Fracisco and Kendra Hill  











�








The NanoDrop Spectrophotometer and Flurospectrophotometer





The Immunology Section of the Department of Clinical Investigation, Research Operations Service recently acquired two new instruments from the NanoDrop family, the ND-1000 spectrophotometer and the ND-3300 fluorospectrometer. 





The ND -1000 spectrophotometer provides a full spectrum UV-Vis absorbance (220-750nm) and has the following advantages over conventional units 


Requires only 1µl sample and has a read time of 10 seconds 


Has 50 times more absorbance capability


Most samples require no dilution


Uses no cuvettes or capillaries


Measures absorbance of DNA, RNA, dyes, proteins  and cell density 


Reading range of dsDNA 2-3700 ng /µl


And the sample is recoverable





The ND-3300 is a multi-source optical instrument for measuring fluorescence.  


Provides a full spectrum analysis of fluorescence emission  (400-750nm)


Requires only 1-2 µl of sample


Sample read time 10-15 seconds


Uses no cuvettes or capillaries


Detects pg / µl range


Measures many fluorophores such as Cy3-Alexa555, Cy5-Alexa647, FITC and quantum dots 


Measures reagents for RNA and DNA such as PicoGreen and RiboGreen








The system is available for all researchers at WRAMC who have approved research protocols and are interested 


in using it. 





For further information, call 202-356-1227.





	








				�





Doing Research at WRAMC: How to Prepare a DCI Protocol �


DCI continues to offer an on-site short course for WRAMC Departments and Services.





WHAT: It provides 1)an overview of the DCI oversight responsibilities and the resource and support system, 2)protocol application and review process from planning to publication, and 3)how to prepare a DCI protocol.





WHEN: The course is available throughout the year. It takes about one-hour and can be presented at your site, using your Journal Club time, Brown Bag lunch hour or any other convenient time.  





HOW: To schedule a presentation for your department or service, please e-mail DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil


1) the best and alternate time for your department/service, 


2) number of participants (minimum of 3), and 


3) whether you have a computer and slide projector.    


For further information or to request this seminar for your service or department contact DCI at (202) 782-7878 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:DCISTATS@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" \o "mailto:DCISTATS@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" ��DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil�.  A minimum of 6 attendees is required.  
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