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Recent WRAMC Publications

Congratulations to the following WRAMC investigators on their recently published papers. This list was compiled from a recent MEDLINE search of the literature using the keyword WRAMC.  Listed articles have been cleared through DCI and the WRAMC Public Affairs Office.  If you recently published, and we did not include your publication here, please let us know so we may list your publication in the next issue of the newsletter.

MACK, A.W., M.D. Helgeson, and J.E. 2008. Contralateral structural femoral autograft use in treatment of an open periarticular knee fracture to perform knee arthrodesis. J. Orthop Trauma. 22: 576-580.
PETINAUX, B. 2008. The finanicial impact of deployments on reserve health care providers. Mil. Med. 173: 729-733.

NESTI, L.J., W.J. Li, R.M. Shanti, T.J. Jiang, W. Jackson, B.A. Freeman, T.R. Kuklo, J.R. Giuliani, and R.S. Tuan. 2008. Intervertebral disc tissue engineering using a novel hyaluronic acid-nanofibrous scaffold (HANFS) amalgam. Tissue Eng. Part A 14: 1527-1537. 

!@#
HOLMES, R.O., Jr. AND J. TAVEE. 2008. Vasospasm and stroke attributable to ephedra-free xenadrine: case report. Mil. Med. 173: 708-710.  
WEINTROB, A.C., A.M. Fieberg, B.K. Agan, A. Ganesan, N.F. Crum-Cianflone, V.C. Marconi,  N. Roediger, S.L. Fraser, S.A. Wegner, and G.W. Wortmann. 2008. Increasing age at HIV seroconversion from 18 to 40 years is associated with favorable virologic and immunologic responses to HAART. J. Acquir. Immune Defic. Syndr. 49: 40-47.  
COLLEN, J.F., J.L. Jackson, A.F. Shorr, and L.K. Moores. 2008. Prevention of venous thromboembolism in neurosurgery: a metaanalysis. Chest. 134: 237-249.
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GORE, R., R. Mallory, and L. Sullenberger. 2008. Bilateral lower extremity compartment syndrome and anterior tibial stress fractures following an army physical fitness test. Medscape J. Med. 10: 82.
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Electronic Signatures
All Researchers at Walter Reed AMC have the ability to Sign Documents Electronically using the Silanis “ApproveIT” Software provided by DOIM for WRAMC.  If you don’t already have an Electronic Signature, you can get one from DOIM by stopping by the DOIM Help Desk or calling for Instructions to 202-356-0231.

Note: If you want to use your CAC Card to Sign Documents that is an option as well, but please obtain a signature from DOIM as your primary signature method as well. (See DCI’s Intranet Site for PowerPoint Tips).
DCI wants All Researchers to Submit All Required Documents Electronically to DCI.  That means you Don’t have to SCAN your Signature or Xerox Copies anymore.  You can Sign Electronically the Original Word or Adobe PDF Documents and E-mail those Electronically Signed Final Versions to DCI.

Since the Electronic Signature Usually Prevents Further Changes to the Electronic Documents.  It is recommended that Draft Copies not be signed, but only the FINAL Version needs Signature since that is the version that needs Approval.  Your Electronic Signature is the Last Step before sending to DCI.  Once you Sign your Word or PDF Document, further changes are difficult and may require you to resign.  It is a good idea to keep One Unsigned Electronic Copy of your Final Version (In Case Further Changes are Needed) and One Signed Copy that you submit.  This is suggested because the Electronic Signature is a “SEAL” and “LOCKS” the Document from having further changes to it without Re-Signing or Saving an Unsigned Copy.  Even if you Delete the Signature, the Document Remains “Sealed” Electronically and a Record of Tampering is recorded for that Document to Prove that Changes were made without proper approval.  So Please Sign Only your Final Version to avoid confusion.  For further information, please call 202-782-7889.

Electronic Signatures (cont.)
	“ApproveIt” Icons for 

MS Word 2003
	E-Signature Steps:
	“ApproveIt” Icons for MS Word 2007

 (Look for “Add-Ins” Menu)
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Sign with “Pen”
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	1) Place Cursor where you want it.

2) Click Pen Icon (“Approve/Sign”)

3) “Sign Using”  ePersona file created by DOIM (to get one contact DOIM)

4) Or “Sign Using” CAC/Smart Card.

5) Or  “Sign Using” Mouse or Tablet

6) You may need to enter Password or PIN if you use CAC or ePersona.

7) Optional: Verify Signatures
8) When Prompted to Save Document make sure you save it as a FINAL version. Signatures are FINAL.
9) Print Using the “Secure Print” Icon to remove Gray Border.
	Sign with “Pen”
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Gamma Ray-Induced Up-Regulation of Apoptotic-Relevant Bcl2L11, Pawr and Mgmt 
mRNA Transcripts in FRTL-5 Cell Line with Stable Expression of ret-PTC-3 as Identified 
by cDNA Microarray, and Confirmed by Quantitative RT-PCR

Summary: ret-PTC-3 is a common oncogene found in thyroid malignancy.  Despite its role in oncogenesis, thyroid cells that express ret-PTC-3 are reported to demonstrate enhanced sensitivity to apoptosis.  In order to better understand the effects of ret-PTC-3 on apoptotic responses in thyrocytes, we compared the radiation-induced gene expression profiles in stable transfectants of FRTL-5 cells engineered to express ret-PTC-3 and the control vector pRC-CMV.  These cell lines were prepared and exposed to varying amounts of 60Cobalt   (gamma-rays, 0.5 Gy/min) radiation and then determined the radiation dose response relationship and IC50 at 48 hrs after the radiation exposure. The derived IC50 values were 8.0 Gy for pRC-CMV and 10.0 Gy for ret-PTC-3 cell lines suggesting relatively higher radiation sensitivity of ret-PTC-3 than pRC-CMV.  Total RNAs were prepared from both irradiated and non-irradiated stable cell lines after exposure to 10.0 Gy (60Co) and further processed for Affymetrix GeneChip analysis along with set control markers. Both global and targeted gene expressions were assessed from the GeneChip analysis data. Genes that were differentially expressed (± 2-fold change) in irradiated versus non-irradiated cell lines were identified. In the irradiated ret-PTC-3 cell line, up-regulation of  pro-apoptosis genes Bcl2L11, and Pawr were identified along with other genes Nfe212 (transcription), Spa-1 (signal transducer) and Rab6 (protein transporter); whereas, these genes were not up-regulated in irradiated pRC-CMV cell line. Instead, proapoptotic Bax was up-regulated in irradiated pRC-CMV cell line. Mgmt (apoptotic and DNA methytransferase) was up-regulated in both the irradiated cell lines with significantly higher degree of up-regulation in the irradiated ret-PTC-3 cell line. Subsequently, results obtained by cDNA microarray analysis for the selected mRNA transcripts were confirmed qualitatively and quantitatively by Q-RT-PCR. Results suggest that the presence of ret-PTC-3 insert during irradiation results in a unique gene expression pattern with specific alterations related to apoptosis. We are presently pursuing further experiments to evaluate for the corresponding protein products of these selected apoptosis-relevant genes by Western blot and ELISA methods.
For further information, please call 202-356-1237.
List of Approved Protocols                           From 06/11/08 To 09/19/08
Grand Total of
35
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

Department of Allergy-Immunology
Total:
3

Sub-Total:
3

6/23/2008
08-6966EX
Turbyville, Joseph, MAJ  MC
Comparison of Conventional and Acetone Precipitated Dog Extract in Skin Testing 

and Evaluation of Dog Immunotherapy Prescription Practices Over a 10 Year Period

9/8/2008
08-6981EX
Mikita, Cecilia, MAJ  MC
Retrospective Record Review of the Observed Structured Clinical Exam (OSCE) for 

Primary Immunodeficiency Administered to Walter Reed Army Medical Center 

Allergy-Immunology Fellows

8/15/2008
08-6986EX
Turbyville, Joseph, MAJ  MC
Post-tussive Emesis as a Symptom of Asthma in Children

Department of Clinical Investigation
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

8/14/2008
08-6971
Zhou, Yaling X, PhD  DAC
Role of CD4+CD25+ Regulatory T Cells in the Responses of Chronic Hepatitis C 

Patients to Interferon-alpha and Ribavirin Therapy

Department of Medicine
Total:
11

Sub-Total:
1

9/12/2008
08-7000EX
Williams, Scott, CPT  MC
Does Seroquel (quetiapine) cause significant weight gain at low dose?

Gastroenterology Service
Sub-Total:
3

6/13/2008
08-6883
Horwhat, John David, LTC  MC
A Single Center Pilot Study to Determine the Feasibility of Cryospray Ablation in the 

Treatment of Chronic Radiation Induced Proctitis

6/16/2008
08-6892
Boger, John A., MAJ  MC
Twenty-Four Hour Combined Multi-Channel Impedance and pH Ambulatory 

Monitoring:  Impedance Reflux episodes of Patients On and Off PPI Therapy

8/11/2008
08-6927
Sjogren, Maria H, COL(ret)  MC
TPL104054, a Randomised, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled, Multi-Centre Study to 

Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of Eltrombopag to Reduce the Need for Platelet 

Transfusion in Thrombocytopenic Subjects with Chronic Liver Disease Undergoing 

Elective Invasive Procedures ELEVATE: ELtrombopag EValuated for its Ability to 

overcome Thrombocytopenia and Enable procedures

General Medicine Service
Sub-Total:
1

6/16/2008
08-10016
Jackson, Jeffrey L, COL  MC
Improving Clinician-Patient Communication Among Patients with Multiple 

Comorbidities

Hematology-Oncology Service
Sub-Total:
3

8/7/2008
08-16030
Weiss, Brendan M, MAJ  MC
Monoclonal Gammopathy of Undetermined Significance (MGUS) in African-

Americans:  Prevalence and Multiple Myeloma Progression Rates of Previously 

Defined Risk Groups Using the Mayo Clinic Risk-Stratification Model

6/17/2008
08-16031
Weiss, Brendan M, MAJ  MC
A Phase 3, Multicenter, Randomized, Placebo-Controlled, Double-Blind Trial of AMG 

706 in Combination with Placlitaxel and Carboplatin for Advanced Non Small Cell 

Lung Cancer

8/6/2008
08-6908
Weiss, Brendan M, MAJ  MC
CALGB 10404: A Randomized Phase II Study of Three Fludarabine/Antibody 

Combinations for Patients with Symptomatic, Previously Untreated Chronic 

Lymphocytic Leukemia (IND# 70116, NSC# 703813)
Nephrology Service
Sub-Total:
2

8/26/2008
08-6951
Olson, Stephen, MAJ  MC
Evaluation of chronological serum galactose deficient IgA1, IgG antibodies to galactose

 deficient IgA1, and circulating immune complex levels in biopsy proven IgA 

nephropathy patients prior to the clinical presentation of disease

9/3/2008
08-6980EX
Monsour, Michael, LCDR  MC
Identification of Perceptions Associated with a Career in Nephrology

Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine Service
Sub-Total:
1
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

6/25/2008
08-6968EX
Mikita, Jeffrey A, MAJ  MC
Does intensive training using a central line task trainer result in improved procedural 

skills among first year residents?

Department of Neurology
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

7/9/2008
08-6894
Lewis, Steven, CPT  MC
Serum Protein Signatures in Presymptomatic MS Patients: NMSS Pilot Study

Department of Nursing
Total:
2

Sub-Total:
1

6/17/2008
08-6896
Ricciardi, Richard, COL  AN
Determinants of Health-Promoting Lifestyle in Spouses of Active Duty Military

Sub-Total:
1

9/3/2008
08-6943
Ricciardi, Richard, COL  AN
A Pilot Study to Determine the Impact of Acupuncture and Acupressure on Stress, 

Sleep, Compassion fatigue and Burnout of Clinical Staff at WRAMC

Department of Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation
Total:
2

Orthopedic Surgery Service
Sub-Total:
2

7/25/2008
08-6886
Forsberg, Jonathan A, LCDR  MC
Serum and Exudate Calcitonin Precursors as Predictors of Wound Infection and 

Dehiscence in Wartime Penetrating Injuries

7/28/2008
08-6919
Helgeson, Melvin D, CPT  MC
Biomechanical analysis of occipitocervical stability afforded by two fixation 

techniques.  A comparison of the standard plate/rod and screw technique to a recently 

described occipital condyle screw construct

Department of Pediatrics
Total:
2

Hematology-Oncology Service
Sub-Total:
1

8/22/2008
08-6881
Roberts, Stephen S., MAJ  MC
ANBL0532 Phase III Randomized Trial of Single vs. Tandem Myeloablative 

Consolidation Therapy for High-Risk Neuroblastoma

Infectious Disease Service
Sub-Total:
1

7/22/2008
08-6973EX
Kunz, Anjali, CPT  MC
Varicella Zoster Virus infections after Infliximab infusion: a case series at one institution

Department of Pharmacy
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

6/12/2008
08-6955EX
Stapolsky, Gary, MAJ  MS
Gap Analysis Evaluating Walter Reed Army Medical Center’s Nuclear Pharmacy 

Compliance with USP Chapter <797>
Department of Psychology
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

9/10/2008
08-7002EX
Hellman, Brandy, CPT  MS
Investigation of MMPI-2 F Scale Elevations in a Military Inpatient Psychiatric 

Population

Department of Surgery
Total:
9

Anesthesia-Operative Service
Sub-Total:
2

6/20/2008
08-6891
Cohen, Steven P, COL  MC
A 3-arm Multi-center, Randomized Controlled Study Comparing Transforaminal 

Corticosteroid, Transforaminal Etanercept and Transforaminal Saline for Lumbosacral 

Radiculopathy

7/8/2008
08-6965EX
Buckenmaier, Chester C., COL  MC
Pain Questionnaire from Landstuhl, Germany
Date Approved
WUNO
PI
Title 

Army Audiology & Speech Center
Sub-Total:
1

8/6/2008
08-06-25025b
Grant, Kenneth W, PhD  DAC
Effect of Masker Modulations on phoneme perception

Neurosurgery Service
Sub-Total:
2

8/18/2008
08-6962
Cardoso, Mario J, LT  MC
Biomechanical Analysis of Thoracic Bicortical and Tricortical Lamina Screws with 

Straight Forward Pedicle Screws: A Human Cadaveric Study

8/29/2008
08-6963
Cardoso, Mario J, LT  MC
Biomechanical Analysis of C7 Fixation Options: Intralaminar Versus Pedicle Screw 

Fixation

Ophthalmology Service
Sub-Total:
2

8/21/2008
08-6960
Kuhnle, Matthew, CPT  MC
Oral Gabapentin Versus Placebo for Treatment of Postoperative Pain Following 

Photorefractive Keratectomy (PRK): A Randomized, Double-masked, Single Center, 

Placebo-Controlled Clinical Trial

9/4/2008
08-6999
Sediq, Denise A, MS  
Photorefractive Keratectomy (PRK) Outcomes in Patients with Pigment Dispersion 

Syndrome (PDS)

Peripheral Vascular Surgery Service
Sub-Total:
1

8/22/2008
08-21004
Aidinian, Gilbert, MAJ  MC
Prospective Evaluation of Arterial Injuries Using 64-slice CTA Versus Standard 

Angiography in Trauma Patients with Multiple Fragment Wounds

Urology Service
Sub-Total:
1

6/19/2008
08-28061
McLeod, David G, COL(ret)  MC
A Phase III, Randomized, Double-blind Study to Assess the Efficacy and Safety of 10 

mg ZD4054 versus Placebo in Patients with Hormone-resistant Prostate Cancer and 

Bone Metastasis who are Pain Free or Mildly Symptomatic

Deployment Health Clinical Center
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

6/12/2008
08-6958EX
Engel, Charles C, COL  MC
Suicidality: Correlates and Impact on Preference-Weighted Health Status of Veterans in

 VA Primary Care

Nutrition Care Directorate
Total:
1

Sub-Total:
1

7/8/2008
08-6930
Andrews, Anne M, MAJ  SP
Comparison of Eight-Point Bioelectrical Impedance Analysis and Circumference 

Measurements with Dual Energy X-ray Absorptiometry to Measure Body Fat in Active 

Duty Service Members
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� EMBED Unknown  ���





Publication Clearance Hypothetical





On 1 October 2008 COL Latresha Snuffy wishes to submit 10 closely related case reports on patients who suffer from diabetic retinopathy. 


COL Snuffy vehemently  maintains that she is not conducting research; she is simply contributing to the generalizable information available in the medical literature.  








How should COL Snuffy proceed?








DCI policy allows requesters to submit a case report which contains one subject (n=1) without an approved protocol.  A case report of 10 subjects, however, requires a supporting protocol to obtain publication clearance. 


In the aforementioned case, the requester could submit an application for an exempt protocol for a retrospective chart review of  WRAMC patients who suffer from diabetic retinopathy from  1 January 2005 through 30 September 2008. 





�


 











Research Alert List Reminder








In order to provide better service to Walter Reed researchers, DCI has established a Researcher Alert List.  





The Researcher Alert List consists of important periodic updates on policy changes, procedures, regulations, etc. that directly impact Walter Reed medical researchers.





If you are a researcher, are contemplating doing research, or just want to be kept informed of research developments, you would be included on this list.





It is very easy to be added to this list:  


Simply call 782-7896 and request to be added.








�











	


	





























Attention DCI Employees! 


 Don’t Forget Your WRAMC Annual Review Training (ART) 


and Command Orientation.





All DCI personnel must be up to date in their ART training.  ART on-line is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cmecourses.com/dod" ��www.cmecourses.com/dod� 


Login is the first four (4) letters of last name and the password is the last five(5) numbers of your SSN.  The online ART takes approximately 2-3 hours to complete, with a test at the end to test your knowledge of the covered material.  DCI personnel are reminded to print off their evaluation sheets after they complete the training. These sheets certify that you have completed the course.  ART is still given didactically.  The next didactic versions of ART will be given on 


01 & 15 October, 05 & 19 November, and 


03 & 10 December.  All ART sessions are from 0730-1245 in Joel Auditorium, Bldg 2.  























�











Inquiring Minds is published quarterly by the Department of Clinical Investigation, WRAMC, as a service to DCI employees and the WRAMC research community.





Contact Information:


Walter Reed Army Medical Center


Department of Clinical Investigation			


6900 Georgia Avenue, NW


Borden Pavilion (Bldg 6)


Washington, DC 20307-5001





Tel: (202) 782-6389


Fax:  (202) 782-3881


E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:WRAMC.DCI@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" ��WRAMC.DCI@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL�





Any submissions or questions about content should be directed to CPT Duke Poore at 


(202) 782-7823.














Clinical Research Meetings & Conferences








17-18  October: BIOT-2008. This symposium bring together scientists, engineers, and scholars providing a forum for exploring the successes and potentials in biotechnology and bioinformatics.





Venue:  	Hilton Arlington


City:		Arlington


State:		Texas


Country:	USA


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biotconf.org/index.shtml" ��BIOT 2008�





3-6 November: Joint Forces Pharmacy Seminar


The 2008 seminar will include discussions of pharmacoeconomics, pharmacy law and DoD Tricare Management updates.  


  


Venue:  	Galt House Hotel


City:  		Louisville


State:  		Kentucky


Country:	USA


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jfpsinfo.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Custom.Content&MenuID=1008" ��JFPS 2008 Home - Joint Forces Pharmacy Seminar - Nov 3-6, 2008�








7-8 November: New England Military-Civilian Cooperative Conference: Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain Injury.  


The specific goals are to provide information regarding mild brain injury impact on active duty members and their families drawing connections between mild TBI, PTSD, and other confounding social and psychological factors, understand current DoD policies with regard to TBI/PTSD, and explore opportunities with VA and Tricare networkds to ensure continuity of care for the wounded warrior.





Venue:  	The Newport Harbour Hotel and Marina


City:  		Newport


State:  		Rhode Island


Country:	USA


� HYPERLINK "https://www01.hjf.org/apps/internet/events2.nsf/eventView2/1AEFD24EA8A34F77852574BE005C265F" ��New England Military - Civilian Cooperation: Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain Injury�














Research Course Requirement for Proxy PIs





Federal and DoD regulations require that individuals involved in the conduct of human subject research receive periodic training in human subject research protections. At WRAMC, this training is required of all Principal Investigators (PIs), Associate Investigators (AIs), research team members,  and Medical Monitors.  This requirement can be met via the web-based Collaborative IRB Training Initiative (CITI) course accessed at the DCI website for biomedical and/or behavioral research.  The WRAMC module is required for all WRAMC researchers.  








If you have any questions about the Research Course requirement for investigators, please call 782-7829.




















 		�





Statistical Analysis Using SPSS: Levels 1, 2, & 3





The DCI, Clinical Studies Service, offers a three-part series of workshops which will be held in July to help the clinical investigator learn SPSS statistical analysis software & concepts and applications.   Please note the date announcement on the DCI website. � HYPERLINK "http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm" ��www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm�





These courses are for military and civilian clinician researchers (and aspiring researchers) at WRAMC and are designed to give ‘hands-on’ experience in using SPSS for data analysis. The content of each session is as follows:





Level I:  An Overview of Data Coding and Data File Creation





Level II:  Statistical Methods for Comparing Differences between Two Groups





Level III:  Analysis of Categorical Data for Medical Research


 





The course can accommodate up to 22 participants and is free of charge to WRAMC personnel.  Each participant should attend all three courses with Level I a prerequisite for Levels II, and III  





Classes will meet on three Thursday afternoons from 1300-1500 in the DCI Computer Room (Bldg 6, Room 4075).





For further information and future course dates, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm" ��www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/dci/statclass.htm�. 


	�








	IRB Calendar 





The following institutional Review Board (IRB) meetings will be held in the months of October, November, and December:





CLINICAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE (CIC):





07 October		21 October	


04 November		18 November


02 December	











	


	


HUMAN USE COMMITTEE (HUC)





15 October (Wed)	28 October	


12 November (Wed)	25 November


09 December	











CIC meetings will begin at 1300, and HUC meetings start at 1230.  Meetings will be held in the DCI conference room, Building 6 (Borden Pavilion), 4th floor.














	


�








NIH/VTC Live Course for Researchers


WRAMC/DCI has established a link with NIH to bring their research course this Fall to WRAMC researchers.  The course is sponsored by the National Institutes of Health Clinical Center via videoconference.











Date of the conference: October 27, 2008 to March 17, 2009  Monday and Tuesdays


Time: 1700 hours to 1830 hours











The Videoconference site at WRAMC will be 1M45, Building 2 (This is the conference room located in the GYN Clinic across from the Subway Restaurant on the first floor).  




















HAIL AND FAREWELL				�





 


Arriving DCI Members: 	Diane Beaner and SPC Barbara Ford 


Departing DCI Members:	SGT Dawn Hoch


 











�





� EMBED Unknown  ���





				�


	


Doing Research at WRAMC: How to Prepare a DCI Protocol �


DCI continues to offer an on-site short course for WRAMC Departments and Services.





WHAT: It provides 1)an overview of the DCI oversight responsibilities and the resource and support system, 2)protocol application and review process from planning to publication, and 3)how to prepare a DCI protocol.





WHEN: The course is available throughout the year. It takes about one-hour and can be presented at your site, using your Journal Club time, Brown Bag lunch hour or any other convenient time.  





HOW: To schedule a presentation for your department or service, please e-mail DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil


1) the best and alternate time for your department/service, 


2) number of participants (minimum of 3), and 


3) whether you have a computer and slide projector.    


For further information or to request this seminar for your service or department contact DCI at (202) 782-7878 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:DCISTATS@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" \o "mailto:DCISTATS@NA.AMEDD.ARMY.MIL" ��DCISTATS@na.amedd.army.mil�.  A minimum of 6 attendees is required.  
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